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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a surface light source element of a thin type and 
high luminance using electroluminescence(EL) as a light source. 

SOLUTION: This surface light source element has an EL light source 1 which is 
composed of a transparent substrate 2, transparent electrodes 3, an EL layer 4 and a 
metallic layer 5 and an exit light control plate 6 which is provided with plural projecting 
parts 9 on its surface facing the EL light source 1 and is arranged on the exit surface of 
the EL light source 1 in such a manner that these projecting parts 9 come into tight contact 
with the transparent substrate 2 which is the exit surface of the EL light source 1 . As a 
result, the rays made incident on the apexes of the projecting parts from the light source 
side at an angle above the critical angle are taken out to the exit light control plate side by 
the projecting parts. 
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